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As a student in Charlotte I know that when August finally 
rolls around a new school year will soon be in session. 
August of 2009 was no exception, but it would be new in 
every sense of the word. The reason being is that I would 
be starting my junior year at Crossroads Charter High 
School. I would start the new year in a new school, with 
new people, a new building, and in a new area. I was not 
looking forward to the change. I loved my old school. It 
had everything I thought was important to my well being 
including winning teams and nationally associated clubs 
and organizations. All my friends from middle school and 
my neighbors went to school with me and that created a 
very comfortable environment. Friends are an essential to 
a teens daily life; at least that's how we feel. Yet, all the 
amenities of my old high school did nothing to prepare me 
for the real world compared to Crossroads.

The first day at my new school was like walking into a 
foreign country. The students were wearing new uniforms, 
but their styles were so different from mine. As I sat in 
a business class and I felt like I was in foreign language. 
Their dialects, phrases, and adapted slang terms were like 
something out of very strange movie. Needless to say; I 
did not want to be there for a moment longer. Yet, after a 
a few months I was in a routine. I had a group of friends, I 
was getting involved, and I was building a good reputation. 
When I pushed myself into CCHS life, I began to be more 
and more comfortable. I did miss my old school and I hung 
on to it. I still went to their games and went up to visit 
every now and then, but it was no longer the same. I was 
becoming a Crossroads Titan with every passing day. As the 
end of my first year came, I had clearly established myself. 
I knew almost everyone and everyone knew me. I had ups 
and downs with these people and they are now forever 
a part of my life. I had even lost a few friends and it was 
these new ones that helped during that depressing time.

This year is my second and last year at Crossroads. It 
is Spring 2011 and I'm about to graduate. This year has 
been a whirlwind in so many ways. I have become a slightly 
different person due to my time here. As a returning 
student and a senior I was in a situation that made me 
capable of having a loose schedule. I had time to plan 
things and check on all my friends during the day. The 
free time made me think: Now that I have grown up here 
I have time to reflect on things before it's all over. What I 
am sure of is this: I have learned lessons that will only be a 
benefit to me in the very near future. These lessons were 
taught by dedicated teachers, staff members, and even 
students. One such lesson is a simple one, but is oh so hard 
to learn. Not everyone will like you, not everyone will be 
your friend. This was so crucial to me because I was always 
concerned with being like. It caused me to do stupid things 
and put me in bad situations. If I would have turned the 
other cheek and continued down my path I doubt I would 
be heading down my current path. The last lesson is again 
simple. If we don't grow up, then we will never amount 
to anything. We can't depend on our parents to fix our 
problems anymore. When we are in college, there won't 
be any breaks or second chances. We have to make the 
right decisions the first time. If we accept that and mature, 
then we can be successful.

I won't be returning to Crossroads in the fall of 2011. 
I will attending a university that gives me one chance to 
make something of myself. I have been throughly taught 
and prepared. I will either apply all that I have learned or 
waste it. Yet, the fact it is I had the opportunity because 
I went to charter school. I got one-on-one time with my 
teachers and had a community support system. In a couple 
of months I will be a Crossroads Charter High School 
graduate, and I wouldn't have it any other way!

Two Years of Lessons.......
A Lifetime of Experiences

Teré Conner, Twelfth Grade, Crossroads Charter School
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Every three years, students who live in the thirty-four 
countries in the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development participate in a test that ranks countries 
internationally in three subjects: math, reading, and science. In 
the reading and science tests, the United States scored around 
the middle of the rankings, but in math, the US scored twenty-
fifth out of thirty-four. This is a scary statistic. If America can’t 
keep up with other countries in standardized testing, how are 
we supposed to keep up as a global economic force?

In the math test, students in China scored 600 out of 1,000 
points, while American students only managed 487. While 
the US did better in science (502 points with a ranking of 
seventeenth), it is a sad commentary that American students 
are falling behind so many other industrialized nations. 

The area in which America scored highest was reading, with 
a rank of fourteenth, and a score of 500, which according to 
overall scoring is “average.” America is holding its own, in a 
sense, in the reading portion, but we are still much weaker 
than we should be. 

The core subject not included is history. There is no real 
international ranking in history, as most countries teach their 
own history; however, it appears that history is increasingly 
being left out of instruction in the US. For example, a friend 
of mine who attends a traditional public school mentioned, 
in late March, he hadn’t had history since before Christmas. 
This is a real tragedy. English, math, and science are all very 
important for the United States to remain an international 
power, but history is the story of how we got where we are 
today. We need to remember where we came from to know 
where we are going. Only 4% of people who responded to a 
survey were able to respond correctly when asked what type 
of government the United States has. 

The reason most often assumed for the low rankings America 
received is traditional public education. The public education 
system in America is failing, save for a few select schools and 
types of schools. One type of school starting to receive national 
attention for getting it right is charter schools. Charter schools 
can set their own curriculum, to an extent, and are not caught 
up in government-oriented bureaucracy like most traditional 
public schools.  

I feel that my charter school, Millennium Charter Academy in 

Mount Airy, NC, has made me a much better student than what 
the norm seems to be. At our school, we study English, math, 
science, and history everyday throughout our whole school, 
whether the grade in question is kindergarten or eighth-grade. 
This is done no matter how near standardized tests loom on 
the horizon.  

At Millennium Charter Academy, we have supplemented 
the state curriculum with Core Knowledge, which covers more 
topics on a deeper level. We use Everyday Mathematics, a 
math program for K-6, which is a rigorous math curriculum 
encouraging learning concepts and thinking.  Once in middle 
school, some students start an advanced track which puts 
them at having completed Algebra 1 and Geometry before 
graduating the eighth grade. Other students take sixth grade 
math, then move to pre-algebra in seventh-grade and complete 
Algebra 1 in eighth.

In English, we are expected to read a book every two weeks in 
middle school. Some of the required titles we have read so far 
this year include Lord of the Flies and Animal Farm. Students in 
grades second through eight participate in engaging grammar 
lessons, as well as spelling tests, superlative vocabulary, and 
learning the workings of the English language. 

In science, our school takes a highly inquiry-based, hands-on 
approach. Students learn from asking questions like “How does 
this work?” and “What makes this the way it is?” Students start 
asking these questions in kindergarten and continue asking 
them through the eighth grade, which makes the student want 
to learn more and want to explore further into the realm of 
science, hopefully making them life-long learners. 

In history, we rarely use a textbook. We will read a chapter 
out of one every once in a while, but for the most part, we 
learn through websites, projects, and other more creative 
and engaging means. We cover everything from Ancient 
Egyptians to Ancient Native Americans to the founding of the 
US Government to Mesopotamia to current geopolitics. 

Charter schools are obviously doing something right. 
They are becoming much more popular, the waiting lists are 
filling up, and most of the attention they receive is positive. 
While we don’t teach the test, our students do better than 
students that were taught, or trained, just to do well on the 
test. While testing is important, it should not be valued over a 

Charter Schools and the World
Mary Beth Browne, Eighth Grade, Millennium Charter Academy
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good education that will solidly back a student’s place in 
the world. In order to improve our educational rankings 
world- wide and improve our place in the global economy, 
America needs a change to the public education system, 
and I think that change just might be found in the charter 
schools. 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-12-07/teens-in-
u-s-rank-25th-on-math-test-trail-in-science-reading.html

  

Utica Expansion Proposal 

 

 

Charter School Safety Dividend Program 

 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

 

“Protecting Our Future… Our Legacy… Our Children” 

 
Principal Terri Neely of Charlotte Secondary School purchased innovative 
technology for her school with the proceeds from this year’s Safety Group 
dividend.  If your school would like more information about this excellent 

insurance program, please call for a free quote: 

800-825-0442  or  919-383-0442 
Steve Griffin - Agent 

     John Ramsey - Agent 
         www.inspeopleofnc.com 

 

 Safety Group Dividend Program offered through Insurance People 

 Providing insurance for charter schools since 1998 

 Endorsed Public Charter School Alliance of S.C. 

 Potential annual dividend up to 15% 
 

 

Student Name: Gage Lindley

Grade: 1st- Mrs. Lisa Osborne’s class

School: Chatham Charter School, Siler City, NC

Art Instructor: Mrs. Kelly Golden

M i l l e n n i u m  Ch a r t e r  A c adem y 
Goi n g  Ab o v e  a n d  B e y o n d
                    Preparing Constitutional Citizens with Moral Integrity

Consider a kindergarten-eighth grade school that offers  English, 

plus Latin and Spanish, art and music including photography and 

composition, ten team sports in a ten-team conference, core 

subjects plus electives such as  engineering, logic, public 

speaking, contemporary literature, Bible as Literature, economics, 

philosophy, conditioning for the athlete, and dance.

Call for a tour and check out our video on our website.
 Mount Airy, NC   336.789.7570    www.mcacademy.com  

Student Art
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Provide 
MORE
For Your 
School
501(c) Agencies Trust 
helps over 100 nonprofit educational 
institutions like Charter Schools save 
millions of  dollars annually that they 
can put back into their programs.

Find out if your school 
qualifies for Trust 
membership.

Contact us today at
TrustMembership@501c.com 
or call (800) 631-2967.

( )
www.501cTrust.org
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